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Forum Theme: ~Revitalise Your City~ 
 

 Date:  Thursday 27 November 
 Time:  2:00pm to 5:00pm 
 Venue: Aerial Function Centre at Level 7, University of Technology, Sydney 
                 (235 Jones Street (Building 10) Ultimo, NSW 2007) 

 

Co-hosted by the Australian Centre of Excellence for Local Government (ACELG) and CLAIR Sydney. 

 

 

 

 

 

The entry to the Forum is free of charge. For registration, please complete the 

Registration Form and send it to: mailbox@jlgc.org.au 

 

Applications close on Wednesday 19 November 
Please note seats are limited! 

 
 

2014 CLAIR Forum 

 

http://www.jlgc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/registration-form.doc
mailto:mailbox@jlgc.org.au


Introduction to Kagoshima City 
  

 

Kagoshima City, with one of the world’s foremost active 

volcanoes “Sakurajima” as its symbol, likewise has 

nature as rich and bountiful as its culture and history. A 

high-grade city and a hub of culture and economics in 

Southern Kyushu, its population exceeds 600,000. 

 

Over the course of a year, the consistently warm climate 

keeps in bloom not only flowers but the Green Railways, 

the first of their kind in Japan. The Green Railways run 

along the streetcar tracks through the downtown area 

of Tenmonkan, as well as Kagoshima Chuo Station, 

livening up the city scenery. 

 

The majestic Sakurajima and quiet Kinko Bay symbolise 

Kagoshima’s bounty of nature, from natural hot springs 

within the city, to a number of dishes unique to the area, 

all making it a beautiful place to live. 

 

Located in Southern Japan, it is easy to access China, 

Korea, and many other East Asian nations from 

Kagoshima. From its early days, Kagoshima has always 

served as a gateway of international exchange. The 

additions of highways, Shinkansen, an international 

airport, and ferry/passenger ship ports are broadening 

means of access to Kagoshima for all people. 

【Population】606,750 

【Area】547.21 k ㎡ 

【Climate】19.0℃ Annual Average 

Separated by Kinko Bay, the active volcano and 

prefectural symbol Sakurajima is located only 4km 

from downtown Kagoshima. Many people live on 

Sakurajima Island, and a 24-hour ferry connects the 

city and the island by a 15 minute ride. 

Seoul (Wed, Fri, Sun) 
Shanghai （Wed, Sat.） 
Taipei （Tue, Thu, Fri, Sun） 
Hong Kong （Thu, Sun） 

The green railways streetcars were created to lend 

warmth and tranquillity to the city’s atmosphere. 

These streetcars are greatly beloved by both 

citizens and tourists alike. 

There are nearly approximately 280 natural onsen 

(hot springs) in Kagoshima City alone, making it one 

of Japan’s top class onsen cities. The onsen are 

easily accessible, so they can be enjoyed at any 

time.  
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Kagoshima’s signature foods are standouts even 

within Japan. With its bounty of natural resources, 

Kagoshima is able to produce safe crops and 

products. Many people visit in order to experience 

some of these delicacies, such as black pork, an 

alcohol made of potatoes called shochu, and the 

local ramen. 

The Magic of Kagoshima 

Kagoshima has a rich history and culture, represented particularly during the end of the Edo Period, and through 

the Meiji Restoration. The city likewise boasts Kinko Bay, and Sakurajima which are both globally recognised for 

their natural beauty, as well as delicious black pork, and shochu, a roasted alcohol drink made of potatoes. A city 

with a population of 600,000, Kagoshima is abundant in unique sights and experiences. 

 

Historically, Kagoshima both served as home to many of Japan’s early industrialisation endeavours, as well as 

produced a number of the Meiji Restoration’s heroes. Places such as Ijinkan and Shoko Shuseikan were centres of 

organised manufacturing. These sites, “The Heritage of Meiji Japan’s Industry, Kyushu/Yamaguchi and Related 

Areas” are undergoing evaluation to be registered as World Heritage Sites. 

Kagoshima Old Spinner’s Residence (Foreigners’ Residence 

 

History and Culture  

Sakurajima Kinko Bay Geopark 

For over three million years, Kagoshima has been home to an active volcano 

which has repeatedly erupted. Current-day Sakurajima continues erupting, 

and the resulting ash-fall in the surrounding areas is rarely seen in other parts 

of the world. 

  

Because of this activity, the surrounding land has undergone many changes. 

The people and numerous other organisms living near Sakurajima are all tied 

to its activity. The SakurajimaKinko Bay Geopark offers a rare opportunity to 

learn just how they coexist. There are many chances to experience the 

majestic and wonderful scenery of such a geographically diverse location. 

http://www.kagoshima-yokanavi.jp/gallery/detail?id=632
http://www.kagoshima-yokanavi.jp/gallery/detail?id=632
http://www.kagoshima-yokanavi.jp/gallery/detail?id=605
http://www.kagoshima-yokanavi.jp/gallery/detail?id=605


International Tourist Passenger Ship Port・Waterfront 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Government New South Wales Annual Conference 
(LGNSW) 2014 
 

From 19–21 October, we attended the LGNSW Annual Conference 

in Coffs Harbour, NSW. We promoted CLAIR’s activities including 

this year’s CLAIR Forum, Japanese tourism and sister city 

relationships between NSW and Japanese local government areas. 

We met with many familiar faces and made a host of new contacts 

at our exhibition booth and during Conference events. 

 

This conference was an excellent opportunity for us to see the 

common challenges between Australia and Japan, such as council 

amalgamations and assistance grant freezes, even though the 

Australian economy is in a much better state than Japan’s. 

 

Of course, CLAIR is always glad to offer information on the Japanese local government system at Australian and New 

Zealand local government events. 

 

We were very happy to talk to all the people who stopped by our booth. We look forward to seeing our NSW local 

government friends again and working with them in the years to come on further strengthening Australia-Japan ties. 

 

 

What is a Geopark? 

A Geopark is a place to enjoy and appreciate the Earth, and learn about it through educational trips called 

“Geotourism.” Mountains, oceans, the soil, and other natural resources are shared by everyone, so a Geopark is a 

place to think about the relationships between all living beings on Earth. 

The waterfront, crossing 46km from north to south, serves its function as both 

a trade port and a hub for commuters. The MS Queen Elizabeth, a luxury liner, 

makes its return to port in Kagoshima City. The port is also beloved for its role 

as a stop for many Japanese passenger ships. From these ships, one can enjoy 

a dynamic view of both the city with its 600,000 citizens as it interweaves with 

the surround splendour of Kagoshima’s nature. 

4 

 



Australia-Japan Society Seminar “Sports Business in 
Japan” 

We attended the AJS regular seminar on 23 October, with the theme “Sports 

Business in Japan: The next six years will be full opportunity”. Two huge sports 

events will be held during the next six years in Japan: the Rugby World Cup in 2019 

and the Tokyo Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2020. Mr Matt Carroll, 

the Chief Operating Officer of Rugby World Cup Japan 2019, remarked on the 

sports business possibilities in Japan for Australian companies and how Japanese 

associated agencies and local governments can take advantage of these occasions. 

To take an instance, he said not many South Africans are in Japanese rural big cities 

such as Sapporo, Hokkaido, for tourism. However, if the South African national team has a World Cup match in Sapporo, 

enthusiastic supporters will definitely be there, bringing economic opportunities to related agencies and local 

governments. 

 

A former Wallaby, Mr Ian Williams, also attended the seminar. He played for 

one of the strongest Japanese rugby teams, Kobe Steel, about 20 years ago, 

and was very famous in Japan. Assistant Director Mr Hakuta (aged 30) hadn’t 

heard of him before, but our Director Mr Tanabe was really excited to 

encounter a Japanese rugby legend. 

 

 

JETAA Regional Conference in Melbourne 
 

From 24-26 October, 

we visited Melbourne 

to attend the JET 

Alumni Association 

(JETAA) Oceania 

Regional Conference 

hosted by the JETAA 

Vic/Tas/SA chapter. The conference is held every year by 

JETAA Oceania to discuss and improve its activities and is 

attended by a members from each chapter (five chapters 

in Australia and three in New Zealand). This year’s theme 

was “Staying Relevant”. They exchanged ideas on issues 

like involving more JETAA members in JETAA activities and 

how they help JET returnees settle into life in Australia and 

New Zealand by assisting with employment pathways, and 

talked about the need of a common webpage for the eight 

chapters. Assistant Director Noriyuki Shiba, on behalf of 

CLAIR, also delivered a presentation and asked delegates 

to support JETAA activities in places far from the major 

capital cities. We could see that they thought remote-area 

activities were positive challenges as well, as they 

remarked they would like to work on that constructively. 

 

Held jointly with the conference was the Welcome Home 

Reception for JET programme participants on the evening 

of 24 October. 

We believe we will continue to see JETAA organise many 

attractive activities based on their discussions during this 

conference. 

(Please also read the article from JETAA Vic/Tas/SA on page 

11 about JETAA Oceania Conference.) 
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The Canberra-Nara Candle Festival 2014 
On 25 October, CLAIR Sydney participated in the Canberra-Nara Candle Festival 

held in Canberra. The festival has been held annually since 2004 in Canberra’s 

Nara Peace Park and Lennox Gardens to further promote the Sister City 

relationship between Canberra and Nara. 

 

We promoted Nara City’s tourist spots along with other areas of Japan. Many 

people visited our booth, taking brochures and other material. Organisers tell 

us that this year’s festival visitor numbers increased for this year’s festival 

compared to last year. 

 

This year, visitors enjoyed Japanese cuisine and culture such as Sumo, Shodo (calligraphy), and Mochitsuki (Rice cake 

pounding). 

After the sunset, the lantern lighting ceremony was held in the Park. Its atmosphere was fantastic. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting the Sanda City Society of Commerce and 
Industry 
 

Four people connected to the Sanda City Society of Commerce and 

Industry visited the Blue Mountains City Council, sister city of Sanda, 

discussing with their Australian hosts the issues and challenges 

facing local industry including promotion, special regional products, 

and employment. The delegation from Sanda City also visited our 

office for a briefing from our Director, Mr Tanabe, on Australian 

politics, economics and taxation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 



Learning progressive multicultural projects in Australia 
CLAIR Sydney held its annual Multicultural Study Program 

tour in Australia for Japanese local government and 

related international association staff. 

This year, we visited a total of nine organisations providing 

services relating to disaster prevention awareness, 

medical and settlement support, and other fields. 

In many of our briefings, we met people who came to 

Australia a long time ago as migrants and refugees, 

supporting new immigrants. We had the chance to listen 

to the stories of clients, recent settlers – an incredibly rare 

opportunity for the visiting Japanese delegation. Recent 

migrants spoke of the settler services helping them 

improve their language skills, which in turn helped them 

obtain employment and contribute to the Australian 

economy, making the visitors from Japan extremely 

interested in this aspect of multicultural Australia’s 

services for new citizens. 

One story touched us in particular from a settler who, 

upon arrival from the Middle East, spent much time alone 

when she couldn’t speak English at all; she conveyed to us 

her relief at receiving assistance from settler support 

services and becoming socially engaged. 

On the last day of the tour, the delegates were grouped 

into three and presented on their main findings through 

the tour. Using the theme “How can we make the most of 

these progressive Australian examples in relation to 

multiculturalism with consideration of the difference 

between Australia and Japan?”, delegates shared new 

ideas which could be applied cost-effectively by their own 

local and prefectural governments and related agencies. 

Great thanks to this year’s study program destinations: 

Multicultural NSW 

City of Canterbury 

Blacktown City Council 

St. George Family Support Service 

Auburn Diversity Services 

South Western Sydney Local Health District 

NSW State Emergency Service 

Merrylands Public School 

Merrylands High School 
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Kochi Yuzu Promotion 
~Yuzu tasting dinner at TETSUYA’S restaurant~ 
 

YUZU (a fruit of the citrus family) is prized in Japan for its 

refreshing flavour and aroma, with both yuzu juice and yuzu 

peel widely used in Japanese cuisine. Yuzu is highly recognized 

as one of the new keywords of Japanese foods in Australia. 

Kochi prefecture accounts for approximately half of the yuzu 

produced in Japan. For further market expansion of the Kochi 

Yuzu, an intimate dinner to taste Kochi Yuzu was held in Sydney, 

following a similar event in Melbourne last February. 

Approximately 40 restaurant owners, famous chefs and the 

media were invited to one of the world's best restaurants, 

TETSUYA'S, where master chef Tetsuya Wakuda served as culinary master. We saw an array of dishes made where Mr 

Wakuda’s skill was combined with aromas unique to Kochi yuzu, woven into an artistic work that clearly wowed the invited 

guests. Mr Wakuda told how Kochi yuzu has an outstanding aroma, taste and acidic flavour for a fruit of the citrus family. 

 

Some of the chefs were so moved by the flavour of the Kochi yuzu, they declared they would try yuzu in their own dishes 

as soon as possible. 

 

Kicking off from these introduction events in Melbourne and Sydney, we can expect yuzu to weave its way into Australian 

cuisine in the near future. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW ZEALAND JOHN DORY 

CEVICHE, KOCHI YUZU WITH SEA WATER  

& SPRING VEGETABLES  

OYSTERS 

KOCHI YUZU WITH GINGER & OLIVE OIL  
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30th Anniversary of Sister City relationship between 
Koshigaya and Campbelltown 
 

From 31 October-3 November, a delegation led by the mayor of Koshigaya, Mr 

Tsutomu Takahashi, visited their sister city, Campbelltown in NSW to celebrate 

the 30th anniversary of their Sister City relationship. On 31 October, the 

delegation visited our office to gain knowledge from our director Mr Tanabe’s 

presentation in regard to local government in Australia, recent issues, and 

Japanese local governments’ recent activities in Australia. In the evening, we 

joined the delegates at the art award opening ceremony held together with the 

Fisher’s Ghost Festival, one of the biggest events in Campbelltown. Both 

mayors declared this year was the 30th anniversary of the sister city relationship to many lot of residents and the art 

award’s competitors. 

 

On 1 November, they attended an official lunch reception and then had a 

look at the Fisher’s Ghost Parade. Campbelltown is known as a culturally 

diverse city, so they really enjoyed the multicultural parade there. To 

welcome the Koshigaya delegation, there were many Japanese-related 

parade parties. 

 

Both cities conduct a bilateral staff exchange program every two years. 

Our office has have supported staff from Koshigaya during their exchanges 

to Campbelltown. 

 

By sheer chance, Ms Erisa Morita, a staff member from our Tokyo headquarters and Koshigaya native, visited Sydney to 

join our multicultural study tour, which we held around the same time as the visit from Koshigaya. She visited 

Campbelltown as an international exchange participant when she went to school in Koshigaya. This year, using the 

opportunity of being in Sydney, Ms Morita visited Campbelltown as well on this great occasion and fondly remembered 

the places and people she visited so many years ago. 
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Miyakonojo City is looking for their exchange program’s 
partner! 

Miyakonojo City is located in the southern part of Japan called Kyushu, which is 

one of the four main islands in Japan. The population of Miyakonojo is about 

166,000 and the land area is 653.3km2. Miyakonojo is surrounded by mountains 

and is rich in groundwater and spring water. 

Miyakonojo is famous for farming, and is the largest producer of pork, chicken and 

beef in Japan. Delicious meals made with the locally produced meat are served in 

town. The city is also known as the largest producer of Shochu, a traditional 

Japanese distilled drink. 

Miyakonojo provides visitors with historical attractions such as its 14th century castle, or a shrine home to a famous 

folklore. The area also has beautiful sceneries, such as the nationally acclaimed waterfall Sekino-oh, as well as many 

excellent onsen to relax in. 

 

 

 

 

 

The city is home to 19 junior high schools for students aged between 13 and 15, 

and a total of about 4,900 students attend these schools. They not only study very 

hard but also engage in sports and cultural activities after school and on 

weekends. Every year, the schools hold sports and cultural festivals, which the 

students thoroughly enjoy – especially compared to the cleaning of classrooms 

they have to do everyday!  

They study English as a second language and they would like some opportunities 

to use their English, to engage in cultural exchange, to experience the great 

natural beauty of Australia through a Sister School relationship. 

For more information, please visit CLAIR’s website 

 

 

 

 

Miyakonojo  

(Miyazaki) 

14th century castle A local Shrine, home to a famous folklore legend 

Sports activities 

Sports festival 
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http://www.jlgc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Miyakonojo.pdf


2014 JETAA Oceania Conference 
~Photos and article from JETAA VIC/Tas/SA~ 
 

 

More than 20 delegates from across Australia and New Zealand came 

together for the 2014 JETAA Oceania Conference in Melbourne on 

October 24-26. 

 

This year’s conference theme was “Staying Relevant” and encouraged 

delegates to talk about problems facing JETAA’s ongoing viability, and 

share stories and strategies on how to best remain dynamic and active. 

The conference opened with a Welcome Reception kindly hosted by the 

Consul-General of Japan in Melbourne, Keiko Haneda, at her residence 

on 24 October. 

 

Conference presentations began on 25 October at Southbank, with five JETAA chapters presenting their findings on 

international JETAA chapter activities, Wellington’s Giant Friendship Kimono, building relationships with Japanese groups, 

the meaning of “relevance”, and maintaining an active JETAA chapter. 

 

Keynote speaker Leonie Boxtel, a former Director of Alumni Relations at the University of Melbourne, delivered an 

insightful presentation on strategies for alumni engagement. 

An official conference dinner was held at Hibachi Japanese restaurant where delegates enjoyed delicious Japanese cuisine. 

 

Day two of the conference continued with presentations on keeping an engaged 

committee, opportunities for growing JETAA relevance, and engaging members who 

returned from Japan more than five years ago. 

 

JETAA International representatives Raelene Wilson (Australia) and Shelley Butt (New 

Zealand) then spoke about their activities over the past year and plans to create a 

JETAA Oceania website and greater resource sharing. 

 

CLAIR delegate Noriyuki Shiba was the last to present with a thoughtful and 

informative presentation on JET Programme trends, as well as the importance of 

SHIBA [Supporter of Japan; Helping the JET programme; Increase interest in Japan; 

Bridge between Australia and New Zealand, and Japan; Alluring people to the JET 

programme through interesting activities]. 

 

The conference finished with a barbecue on the banks of the Yarra on a beautiful sunny Sunday afternoon. 

On behalf of JETAA Vic/Tas/SA, thank you to all the delegates who took part in the conference. We look forward to 

attending next year’s conference in Queenstown, New Zealand. 
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Yumi Tsutaki 

Farewell message 
This is my last month working at CLAIR Sydney as an Office Administrator. I have greatly enjoyed 

working at CLAIR Sydney and I would like to express my gratitude to everyone who I worked with 

and met through my job. 

 

It has been a great pleasure to be a part of CLAIR’s activities in various ways. I have learnt a lot 

about the relationships between Japan, Australia and New Zealand which have broadened my 

perspective. I am now more knowledgeable about the systems of Japan’s local government as well 

as Australia’s. Now I have gained my interest in the policies and systems of both countries and wish 

to learn further if I have an opportunity. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for their kind support during my tenure. I believe the experience and knowledge I have 

gained here will help my new chapter of life as well.  

 

Thank you and all the best, 

Yumi Tsutaki 

 

 

Introducing Our New Staff 
Hello, my name is Inaho. I am originally from the countryside of Kochi prefecture in Japan, and 

now it’s been about 2 years since I moved to Sydney.  

Since the first day I arrived in Sydney, I’ve enjoyed living here a lot. Especially, the combination 

of its natural beauty and multicultural lifestyle is one of the city’s most attractive points. I like 

going for coastal walks on the weekends, and I enjoy experiencing varieties of food from all 

over the world every day. 

 

I am very pleased to be a part of CLAIR Sydney’s staff and looking forward to learning more 

about the local aspects of Australia, New Zealand and Japan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inaho Osaki 

Office Administrator 
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From The Director 
 

The Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications 
 

Today I am writing about the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications 

(MIC), one of the Japanese central government agencies which is responsible for 

local government. 

 

The MIC has jurisdiction over various systems involved in the fundamental framework of the nation, including 

administrative organisations, the public servant system, local administration and finance, electoral systems, fire defense 

and disaster prevention, information technology and postal services. 

 

The MIC was established in 2001 by the merger of the Ministry of Home Affairs, the Ministry of Posts and 

Telecommunications and the Management and Coordination Agency. 

Originally, the Ministry of Home Affairs, where I am originally from, was the main agency responsible for local government. 

 

The MIC's administrative functions are closely connected to people's lives. 

In today's challenging domestic and international environment, it is striving to reform the socio-economic system in order 

to prepare the nation for the 21st century. For this purpose, it is committed to promoting administrative reforms, 

advancing decentralisation of powers from central government to local government, ensuring stable sources of local 

revenue and thus activating regional economies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japan Local Government Centre (CLAIR, Sydney) 
Level 12 Challis House 4 Martin Place Sydney NSW 2000 

P: (02) 9241 5033  F: (02) 9241 5014 

Website: www.jlgc.org.au 

Email: mailbox@jlgc.org.au 
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