
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    

 
 

 

Tottori Prefecture is located in western Japan, along the coast of the Sea of 

Japan, about two and a half hours away from Osaka. Tourism in Tottori can 

be divided into four main areas of interest: nature, manga, delicious food, 

and hot springs. 

Nature  

The Tottori Sand Dunes is one of the main attractions in the prefecture. It is a 

coastal sand dune stretching 16km from east to west, and 2km from north to 

south. The area features the largest sand hill in Japan, at a height of 50 

metres. Visitors can enjoy the beautiful landscape and experience activities 

such as paragliding, sand boarding, and camel riding. 

 

The Tottori Sand Dunes is also the location of the world’s first sand 

sculpture museum, which opened in 2012. The theme for this year’s 

main sand sculpture exhibit is Russia.
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The Uradome Kaigan is a scenic coastline located in the eastern part 

of the prefecture. Visitors can enjoy a sightseeing cruise around the 

rocky shore, as well as activities such as snorkeling and net fishing in 

the transparent waters. 

 

Mount Daisen is the tallest mountain in 

Japan’s Chugoku region. The mountain 

features different colours and sites to be enjoyed each season. When seen from 

one direction, the shape of Mount Daisen resembles Mount Fuji.  

                                                                        

Also located near Mount Daisen is Japan’s 

largest flower park, the Tottori Hanakairo 

Flower Park. A wide variety of flowers can be 

enjoyed here all year round. 

 

 

 

Manga 

Since Tottori is home to numerous successful manga artists such as Gosho 

Aoyama, known for “Detective Conan”, and Shigeru Mizuki, known for 

“GeGeGe no Kitaro”, the prefecture has been promoting its local manga 

culture through an initiative entitled the Tottori Manga Kingdom.  

 

A major manga related tourism site in Tottori is Mizuki Shigeru Road. The 

road features over 150 bronze statues of Yokai manga characters, as well as 

manga-related gift shops and restaurants. Approximately 3 million tourists 

visit Mizuki Shigeru Road each year. 

 

 

                                                 

 

At the Gosho Aoyama Manga Factory, visitors can view displays of 

original Detective Conan drawings, as well as a full scale 

reproduction of Aoyama’s studio. Everything related to Conan can 

be found at this facility. 
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Delicious Foods 

 

 

Tottori Prefecture is also promoting itself as The Food Capital, 

marketing the region’s local food products. The winter specialty in 

Tottori is the Matsuba crab. The Matsuba crab season runs from 

November to mid-March.  

 

 

 

 

There are also many other local food products such as the Twentieth 

Century Pear, which is the most popular fruit in the fall season.  

As well, Tottori is a producer of high quality marbled beef. 

 

Hot Springs 

There are ten hot spring resorts in Tottori Prefecture, each featuring different qualities and characteristics. 

For example, Misasa Hot Springs is a resort located deep within the mountains, while Hawai Hot Springs 

offers a beautiful lake-side view. Kaike Hot Springs is located on the coast, featuring an excellent view of the 

Sea of Japan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawai Hot Springs 

Kaike Hot Springs 

Misawa Hot Springs 

p. 3 



 

 

 

 

 

The “Matsuri in Sydney 2014” was held in Darling Harbour on 13 

December, a beautiful summery day. 

 

This festival aims to showcase the various aspects of Japanese 

culture, like the tradition of festivals and animation, and to 

introduce Japan as a tourism destination to visitors.  

 

 

We ran a booth that promoted tourism with plenty of brochures and pamphlets on places to visit in Japan.  

 

Official estimates say the event attracted about 30,000 visitors – many visited our booth and left with many 

tourism brochures provided by Japanese local governments and the Japan National Tourism Organization 

(JNTO). 

 

There are many kinds of booths, including KARAOKE and another serving rare Okinawa dishes.  

Every booth was incredibly busy all day long. 

 

We look forward to promoting Japanese culture and tourism in the future, and we hope many Australians 

will visit Japan and experience Japanese culture firsthand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 1 to 7 December, a Japanese delegation from Shikaoi Town in Hokkaido – for whom assistant director 

Hiromi Hakuta worked – visited Sydney to learn about agriculture in Australia. We helped the delegation by 

planning their itinerary, arranging visits, and assisting them during their stay.  

Matsuri in Sydney 2014 
 

Japanese agricultural delegation from Shikaoi Town visit Australian farms 
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By meeting and speaking with Australian farmers, the 

delegates became aware of the difference between the 

actual situation of Australian farming and what they have 

known through the media in Japan. They also took home 

many helpful tips and hints to improve their work in Shikaoi. 

 

During their visit, delegates also got the opportunity to meet 

members of the JET Programme (The Japan Exchange and 

Teaching Programme) Alumni Association NSW chapter.  

 

It was a great opportunity for the delegates to learn about JETAA 

activities and appreciate the very warm support Japan receives from 

overseas. It will be very helpful for the town council to further 

internationalise.  

 

Given that the delegates were in their 20s and 30s, they will not only 

be leading the agricultural fields of Shikaoi, but also the town itself. 

We hope the delegates will be the driving force behind such 

development in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ekiden 2014 – Victory is Sweet 

~ Articles and photos by Jenni Pulman, JETAA Auckland ~ 
 

Saturday 11 October 2014 saw JETAA Auckland Chapter enter the “Usagi JETs” in the annual Rotorua Ekiden 

to contest the trophy which the NZJS “Kame Team” were currently holding.  

This year the weather cooperated and we turned up for a 9:00 am start at the lakefront. Our first runner, 

Lawrence-sensei, was so keen that he jumped the gun and started off with the fancy dress teams, whereas 

the Kame team waited to start with the rest of the un-costumed runners. 

  

The first handover happened in the awesome atmosphere of the invigorating sounds of the Haere Mai Taiko 

drummers. Tanaka-san ran his entire section with a relaxed style and made good time to hand over to Shelley 

for the hilly back section.  

 

She found the first “hill” within two steps of the start line and managed to roll her ankle in a pot hole but ran 

on with sheer determination and wicked facials. The second half of our race was run by our Polish triathlete,  

 

JETAA Auckland  
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Pawel, who did the long fourth section, handed over to Jenni for the short fifth leg, and then ran again (the sixth leg) to the 

finish line. 



 

Taking into account the 15 minute head-start, our usagi team still managed a net four minute win over the 

kame team to take back the trophy at the prize-giving buffet dinner. 

 

 

Special mention needs to go to our genki supporters: 

Terumi-san, Mariko-san and Justin, who kept our spirits 

high and bodies nourished with delicious baking. 

 

However the dream team is likely to be no more after 

both Tanaka-san and Lawrence-sensei vacate the 

country in October 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

Local Public Corporations 

 

Japanese local governments deliver services such as water supply, public transportation and sewage by 

establishing “local public corporations.”  

You can imagine Sydney Water Corporation and Transport for NSW as their counterparts. 

 

Although local public corporations are part of local governments’ structure, their operations are set apart 

from ordinary local governments’ operations because of their unique status as corporations and their 

emphasis on efficient and streamlined management.  

 

Local public corporations are run by corporate managers who are the equivalent of CEOs of private companies, 

and they have to make financial statements based on corporate accounting principles. While Japanese local 

governments are usually funded by taxpayers’ money, local public corporations charge fees to users of their 

services, and the income from these fees mostly cover their operational costs. 

 

In recent years, as it has become increasingly important for Japanese local governments to establish efficient 

financial management systems, local public corporations have also been required to adopt more strict private 

sector principles.  
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