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Message from the President 

 

Hi everyone! This has been a very 

busy year for Auckland JETAA, with 

committee members organising and 

attending numerous events. Thank you to 

all of our JETAA volunteers who helped 

out this year at various events including Q 

& A, Pre-departure Orientation and JET 

Programme information evenings. One 

JETAA member was lucky enough to win a 

trip from Air New Zealand to Japan while 

volunteering at Japan Day earlier in the 

year! 

Auckland JETAA have spent 2017 

focused on strengthening our ties to 

members old and new. We have created a 

variety of events to enjoy, such as 

watching Japanese films in Auckland, 

ensured volunteers were rewarded for 

their time with social events following 

most volunteer days, and held regular 

meetings at different venues – occasions 

where non-committee members are also 

welcome. Attending the dinner without 

attending the meeting itself allows 

anyone present to enjoy Japanese food 

and reminisce about Japan with fellow 

JETs. 

We hope to keep the ball rolling 

with new and exciting events for all 

members and their families to enjoy 

coming up over summer. JETAA thanks all 

of its members for their continued 

support and we look forward to seeing 

you all at Bōnenkai! 

 

 



 

A Dinner with CLAIR 
At the end of April, a number of JETAA committee members joined Mr Okamoto, 

Chairperson of CLAIR Tokyo, and representatives from CLAIR Sydney for a fantastic dinner at 

Harbourside Restaurant. These CLAIR representatives were in town for the 2017 World Masters 

Games being held in Auckland. Japan will be hosting the games in 2021. JETAA was very impressed 

that despite CLAIR’s busy schedule, they made time to catch up with us and we thoroughly enjoyed 

socialising with CLAIR over an informal (no, really!) dinner.  

   

 



 

Getting Back to Nature 
In May, JETAA completed the Zion Hill Track Walk in the Waitakere Ranges. This 

beautiful walk took up most of a sunny Saturday afternoon and included a decent incline 

rewarded by breath-taking views before a muddy descent. We finished the hike with a 

relaxing stroll back along the beach at sunset. This track is highly recommended for those 

looking for summer day trip activities.  

  

  



 

Nippon Maru: Ship for World Youth 

   

The JETAA Committee, on and off the ship 

In February this year, JETAA members and various other groups with ties to the Japanese 

community here in Auckland were invited to a reception aboard the Nippon Maru as it docked in 

Auckland as part of its Youth World Leaders' tour of the Pacific.  

Young Japanese people from all over Japan, as well as young people from around the world 

sailed sailed the Pacific participating in various activities both on board the ship and in the countries 

they stopped off in, the aim of which was to build global ties and understanding in the young 

leaders, who will hopefully go on to become global leaders as they grow older. 

It was a wonderful evening listening to speeches, speaking with youth from around the 

world and Japan, and of course, excellent food!  

 

 



 

Auckland Japan Day 2017 

 

by Jo Rogers 

The Japanese Society of Auckland's 
annual Japan Day festival was held on Sunday 
26 February at the Cloud on Queens Wharf. 
This year saw popularity soar with a record 

60,000 attendees. The theme was “Happi（法

被）and Be Happy”. As usual, Auckland JETAA 
manned a stall to spread the word about the 
JET programme. 

 
There's always something for 

everyone at Japan Day and this year was no 
exception – it seems to get better every year! 
Crowd favourites were the Southern Stars 
performing a Yosakoi Soran dance, Cosplay 
displays, and the Tamashii Taiko performance. 

 And of course, we can't forget all the 
yatai – nothing better than some yakisoba, 
karaage and perhaps a cold beer! 

 
We always love meeting new faces at 

Japan Day and promoting the JET programme 
to interested people, as well as catching up 
with JET alumni passing by while they enjoy 
the atmosphere. So next year if you are at 
Japan Day, don't forget to come by the JETAA 
stand to say hi! 
 

 

    



 

Newly Minted JETs Going into Circulation 
by Katie Malone  

 

Every year our alumni supports the 

Consulate in preparing new JETs for their 

imminent adventure in Japan with the Q&A 

and Pre-Departure Orientation Days – 

hopefully you remember your own 

orientations with the alumni fondly! 

This year we started off with a mini 

Pre-Departure Orientation for Auckland’s 

April departures on 3 April, with a casual 

lunch at the Consulate office. This year’s three 

new April JETs departed for Japan on 9 April 

to attend their Tokyo Orientation, where they 

were joined by about seven other JETs from 

around New Zealand. 

On 10 June we hosted a Q & A session 

for the larger group of approximately 30 that 

were due to depart 30 July 30.  We started off 

with an ice-breaker where our alumni shared 

funny stories, including one of us misplacing 

her bike at the train station amongst all the 

other near-identical bikes during her first 

week at the BoE. We had a great afternoon 

answering questions about life in Japan and 

what to prepare two months before 

departure, and had a lot of great feedback 

from our new recruits. Other highlights 

included a foreign language immersion lesson 

to give our novices a sense of what their 

students might experience with no 

understanding of the target language. To end 

the day, a group of us went to Toto’s for a 

pizza dinner while we continued to chat and 

share our tips and tricks about life in Japan. 

On 29 July , we used Pre-Departure 

Orientation to pass on our final words of 

wisdom through several workshops, ranging 

from teaching tips, travel inspiration, and a 

rundown of what to expect in Tokyo. Through 

the endless supply of online resources and 

Facebook groups, it is easier than ever before 

for new JETs to get connected with 

information about living in Japan and reach 

out to the JET communities in their new 

homes. However most information available 

is generally a US-centric view of Japan, and so 

we are aiming to include more NZ specific 

content that is not readily available online. 

This year we included at PDO a new 

section called ‘Being Kiwi in Japan’, to get the 

‘YETs’ to start thinking about their own 

culture and what that might look like for them 

(including food, music, and familiar places), 

what their culture means to them and ways to 

hang onto it and share it with others. As most 

of our new batch have never done classroom 

teaching before, they also really appreciated 

the chance to get some hands-on teaching 

demonstrations from the experienced 

teachers in our alumni. 

Many of the JETAA members who 

attended felt it very rewarding to be able to 

share their experiences with the newest 

generation of JETs, and share in the nostalgia 

of our own JET memories – very なつかしい 

indeed! We hope all of our new JETs are doing 

well and enjoying their new homes in Japan. 

Thank you very much to all of our 

alumni who support us running these events 

each year for the next JET generation – we 

could not do it without you! 



 

Japanese Film Reviews 
We are very lucky to have so many opportunities to see Japanese films together in Auckland! 

 

This year for the NZ International Film Festival in July we decided to trust the guidance of 

our film buff alumna Shelley Butt and saw “Blades of the Immortal”, featuring KimuTaku as you've 

never seen him before – SMAP pretty boy turned over-the-top-slasher samurai. This manga-inspired, 

modernised period film by seasoned director Takashi Miike was about an immortal samurai who can 

grow back his own limbs. Definitely gruesome entertainment, and met with mixed reviews from our 

group – turns out watching gory fight scenes was not to everyone’s taste! However, we all had a 

good time and enjoyed going out as a group, seeing new faces and catching up with everyone at the 

pre-movie nibbles beforehand. 

Also in July, a few of us went to see “Osaka Hamlet”, one of the free monthly films put on by 

the Consulate at the University of Auckland. Directed by Fujiro Mitsuishi, this comedy of errors film 

came highly recommended to us by one of our alumni who called Osaka home while on JET. 

Want to see more Japanese films? Here’s how: 

Free movies shown by the Consulate every month:  

http://www.auckland.nz.emb-japan.go.jp/culture/film_show.htm 

http://www.auckland.nz.emb-japan.go.jp/culture/film_show.htm


 

 

Upcoming Events 

WJSS Sports Day 

On Saturday, 2nd December, Auckland JETAA is invited to attend or volunteer for the Waitakere 
Japanese Supplementary School sports day (undōkai) from 8:15 am – 1:30 pm. This is a family-
friendly event. Please let us know if you are interested in assisting the school with the running of the 
day. 
 

JETAA Volunteer Day 

On Thursday, 7th December we will be cooking dinner for up to 100 people at the Ronald McDonald 
House (Grafton Mews). This is a charity that provides accommodation to families with children who 
are receiving treatment at Auckland Hospital. We will be there from 4:00 – 8:00 pm. Please let us 
know soon if you are interested in helping. 
 

JETAA Bōnenkai 

Please join us for this year's bōnenkai to catch up with old friends, welcome newly returned JETs and 
celebrate the holiday season on Friday, 8th December at Haru no Yume from 6.30pm. This is a buffet 
restaurant. JETAA members will be charged a subsidised fee of $30pp. ‘Plus ones’ are welcome but 
will be charged the full cost of $49. Prepayment is a must as numbers are limited and we are 
required to pay a large deposit in advance. Please RSVP soon to secure your place! 
 
 

 



 


